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Purpose
To determine how LVAD success is defined by LVAD team members across the 
United States  

Methods 
Online, anonymous survey,  32 LVAD programs across the country
6 case vignettes provided 

1) young active drug user 
2) demanding patient 
3) medically complicated patient 
4) socially isolated patient
5) patient with financial barriers
6) a very non-compliant patient



Methods
Individual respondents were asked: 
1) Would your program implant a patient like this? 
2) Would you vote to implant a patient like this?
3) Do you think this LVAD will be successful? 

Clinical follow-up was provided and respondents were asked: 
4) Was this LVAD successful? 



Results
90 survey responses 

– 22 (24%) LVAD APPs

– 29 (32%) CHF cardiologists

– 28 (31%) LVAD coordinators

– 8 (9%) surgeons

– 3 social workers (3%)

– Average of 6.5 years of advanced heart failure experience





Conclusion
• Implantation practices: differences between individuals, programs 

• Definition of LVAD success:  varied by years of experience and 
professional role  

• These data quantify the lack of consensus around “LVAD success”  

• Society guidelines regarding patient selection will continue to face 
challenges due to disagreement in the community   


